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National Land Trust Conference – “Rally” – RI Field Trips - Sept. 17 & 18

Wednesday, September 17th

Exploring the Heart of Aquidneck Island

Hosted by Aquidneck Land Trust
7:30am – 5:45pm | $125
Discover Aquidneck Island while learning about community partnerships, sustainable agriculture, estate conservation and water quality.  Enjoy a morning hike on the Sakonnet Greenway Trail followed by a visit to Sweet Berry Farm.  We’ll explore the Sachuest Point Wildlife Refuge and enjoy more hiking with lunch on the beach. The day will end in Newport, RI with a guided historical tour of the estates of Bellevue Avenue followed by a wine and cheese reception at Ocean Cliff overlooking the bay.
Best opportunities - times and locations for photo ops:

8:15-8:30 Beginning of Sakonnet Greenway Trail in Portsmouth (Linden Lane)
Pick up at Brahman’s Lane – end of walk at 9:30
10:45 Sachuest Point Wildlife Preserve for Hike

12:15 Third Beach (lunch there)

Paddle and Hike the Borderlands

Hosted by West Greenwich Land Trust, The Nature Conservancy – RI and the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association
8:00am – 4:00pm | $115
The Borderlands is a 200-square-mile area along the RI/CT border, comprising the largest unfragmented forest between Boston and Washington, DC.  Learn about the coalition working to connect and buffer protected areas of the Borderlands.  The cornerstone of this project is the 2,000-acre Tillinghast Pond Management Area, where we will embark on a two-hour, 4.5-mile kayak trip on the upper Wood River followed by a two-hour hike.  During the hike, we will discuss hayfield management and timber harvesting. Participants should have some kayaking experience.
9:15 launch kayaks at Wood River Access (RI 165/Ten Rod Road –Turn left (when coming from RI 3) from 165 on dirt road after Bridge over Wood River)

11:15 arrive at Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association office (203 Arcadia Road, hope Valley)

1:00 Tillinghast Pond Management Area walk (Plain Road, West Greenwich)
Natural Areas in a Cultural Capital

Hosted by The Trust for Public Land, City of Providence and Providence Parks Partnership
8:30am – 3:30pm | $80
Take a tour of this little-known side of Providence- natural areas nestled side-by-side with a bustling renaissance city.  Enjoy a morning bike ride along the Woonasquatucket River, highlighting the Woonasquatucket River Greenway and the benefits it provides to a predominantly immigrant neighborhood.  Local leaders will tell the story behind the Greenway and will talk about the recovery of the river after years of neglect. Enjoy lunch in the botanical center at Roger Williams Park, where we will hear from the City of Providence on the history of the park and plans for the future. After lunch, naturalists will lead a walk on Neutaconkanut Hill with amazing views of the city.
Best opportunities for photos:  8:45 Blackstone Woods birding  - pick up at 9:45 by meadow on River Road across from Narragansett Boat House

10:00 Woonasquatucket bike tour  - drop off at Aleppo Road parking lot 

1:15 Neutaconkanut Hill walk – drop off at Neutaconkanut Recreation Center Parking Lot

Hike the Forests, Fields, and Shores of the Sakonnet

Hosted by The Nature Conservancy - RI and Sakonnet Preservation Association
9:00am – 5:00pm | $85
The Sakonnet lies between two rivers and the ocean, and will provide a dramatic backdrop for two hikes. Learn about the partnership to protect and steward this landscape as well as trail building, habitat restoration, meadow management and educational programming as we visit Goosewing Beach and the Dundery Brook Trail. Pristine coastal pond, beach and dune environments await us at Goosewing Beach Preserve while Dundery Brook Trail connects meadow habitats and ponds with playing fields by means of a meandering boardwalk. Bring your bathing suit!
Best opportunities for photos: 10:00 Dundery Brooke Trail (Meetinghouse Lane, Little Compton)
11:40 – 2:30  Goosewing Beach (South Shore Road)
2:40  Sakonnet Point - Lloyd’s Beach (Sakonnet Point Road)
Thursday, September 17th

Hiking, History and Local Cuisine of South County

Hosted by South Kingstown Land Trust
7:30am – 4:45pm | $85
Start the day on the Jones Camp Trail while learning about the terminal moraine of the last ice age and the geological traces found throughout the Matunuck Hills. We’ll then visit an 18th century grist mill used to grind corn for the local settlers and taste jonnycakes made from the meal. Enjoy a Paella lunch at the South Kingstown Land Trust Barn.   After lunch, choose between a stone wall restoration project or a self-guided geology hike, where the different stones in the walls are identified for you.  Finally, enjoy wine and local oysters on the porch of the Barn.
Best opportunities for photos:

8:15 Quaker Cemetery on Old Post Road – walk 

10:30- noon  Perry Grist mill (Moonstone Beach Road, South Kingstown)
12:30 – 4:00 South Kingstown Land Trust Barn – lunch (cookout), walk and learn how to rebuild stone walls (17 Matunuck Beach Road, South Kingstown) 
From the Providential Ground Up – An Urban Renaissance!

Hosted by Burrillville Land Trust and Southside Community Land Trust
8:00am – 5:00pm | $90
Abandoned city land! Idle Industrial Revolution mills! Disconnected families struggling to create a sense of community. Providence is one bright star in this constellation of urban chaos. Learn about urban agriculture in your host city: from family gardens to distribution to a luncheon of local foods. Our tour includes an inner-city distribution facility with local food sales of $2.1million; an urban land trust converting abandoned land into 45 urban farms; and a housing authority promoting healthy food production. We will walk and use public transportation as we explore growing power from the ground up – an urban renaissance!
Best opportunities for photos:  They will be traveling by RIPTA bus and walking
11:30 walking tour of Southside Community Land Trust

2:00 walk from Southside Community Land Trust to West Elmwood Housing Development Corp.

3:15 walk to Armory Farmers Market and on to Sidewalk Ends Farm, Front Step Farm and Park View Community Garden

Get Shucked! An Edible Adventure in Aquaculture

Hosted by Narrow River Land Trust and The Conservation Fund
9:00am – 4:00pm | $80
You’ve heard about farm-to-table but what about “pond-to-table? Learn about aquaculture and fisheries on a global scale and a local scale with a visit to the Matunuck Oyster Farm and Bar. This trip will include a boat ride to the seven acre shellfish farm in Potter’s Pond. Back on land, we will sit down to a delicious lunch of resident bivalves and locally sourced food most of which is gathered from a farm that is within sight of your table. The day will end with a walk on the beach.
Best opportunities for photos: 
10:00 Meet at Matunuck Oyster Bar – go out on boat (629 Succotash Road, South Kingstown)
After lunch 2- 3 PM visit to the East Matunuck Beach down the Road from the Oyster Bar
